
 

 

 

 

 

Paper as a super spreader of Covid 19 
 

 Recent reports and developments suggest that we turn to encounter Covid-19 through surfaces and during exchange 

of material, paper included. It has also come to our attention that sharing and distribution of paper during elections 

poses danger of spreading the virus, particularly during the nomination phase. 

 

During candidate’s nomination phase, there is an extensive exchange of paper amongst the electorate, some amongst 

exchange is the nomination form, acceptance of nominations forms and the supporting signatures as prescribed in 

this processribed by Trust deed, in our case, there is a condition of between 100 supporting signatures that a 

candidate must secure. This will simply mean that a paper will be held by nothing less than 100 people whose Covid 

status would be unknown and maybe be spreading the virus during the process when supporting signatures are being 

secured froorm the electorate.  

 

 

In light of the information shared above, we are of the opinion that it will be much safer for the communities involved 

in the elections to carry out their nominations of candidates electronically as opposed to manage submission of 

nominations forms. 

Nominations will be as follows: 

Nominations Package 
 

Nomination package will be uploaded on SIOC-CDT and IEFSA websites, the electorate will have to fill the forms and 

email to IEFSA to the assigned email address without printing paper or alternatively print out the forms, fill them, sign 

and then scan the forms, send them through email, WhatsApp or Ttelegram. 

 

 

Supporting Signatures 
 

At the close of acceptance of nominations of candidates, IEFSA will publish the names of all candidates who would 

have been nominated on the website for all to know who the candidates are. In order to minimize the risk that comes 

with paper exchange, a mitigating tool that can work better for the purposes of secondment of candidates will be 

through SMS (short message system) sent to a dedicated number meant specifically for the purposes of this elections. 

Once the preliminary list of candidates is published, all beneficiaries will then send the name of the candidate for 

which they second to stand for elections. The SMS will read: 

 

“I Jackson Jones, ID number 620310 5547 081, do hereby support the nomination or Ms Keith Mahlangu who lives 

in stand number 534 KathuSoetdoring street, Kathu.” 

 

The most important detail on the SMS is the name of the candidate, address of the candidatesupporting individual 

and the details of the person who seconds the nomination. Upon receipt of the SMS confirming support, our 

dedicated official will make records and continue to add numbers until the required number is reached failure which 

such a specific candidates’ nominations will fall off at the close of nominations. The purpose of the ID of the person 

supporting the candidates is for the purposes of verification if such a person is a qualifying beneficiary or community 
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member to participate in the elections. 

 


